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Rules for Access and Use of CCAMLR Data 

 The following Rules for Access and Use of CCAMLR Data were adopted by the 
Twenty-Second Meeting of the Commission (CCAMLR-XXII, paragraphs 12.1 to 12.6)1: 

It is recognised that: 

1. All data submitted to the CCAMLR Secretariat, and maintained by the CCAMLR Data 
Centre, shall be freely available to Members for analysis and preparation of documents for the 
Commission, Scientific Committee and their subsidiary bodies. 

2. Such data may be analysed in respect of:  

(a) work specifically outlined and endorsed by the Commission or Scientific 
Committee;  

(b) work not specifically endorsed by the Commission or the Scientific Committee. 

3. Inclusion of data, analyses or results from data held in the CCAMLR Data Centre into 
Working Papers, Background Papers, and any other documents tabled at meetings of the 
Commission, Scientific Committee or one of their subsidiary bodies does not constitute 
publication and therefore is not a release into the public domain.  

4. Inclusion of data held in the CCAMLR Data Centre into the published reports of the 
Commission, Scientific Committee, Working Groups, CCAMLR Science, the Statistical 
Bulletin or any other CCAMLR publication constitutes release into the public domain. 

5. Inclusion of data held in the CCAMLR Data Centre in any publication outside 
CCAMLR constitutes release into the public domain. 

6. Subject to paragraphs (1) to (3), originators/owners of data have the right to:  

(a) be consulted (including assignation of authorship) on the preparation, if necessary 
including publication, of documents describing analyses and interpretation of their 
data; 

(b) approve the level of detail revealed in documents using their data;  

(c) stipulate terms and/or levels of data security if necessary. 

Accordingly, 

7. Requests to the Secretariat for access and/or use of data maintained by the CCAMLR 
Data Centre by individual Member scientists/officials shall be approved in writing as 
appropriate by that Member’s Commission Representative, Scientific Committee 

                                                 
1  These rules replace those adopted at the Eleventh Meeting of the Commission (CCAMLR-XI, paragraph 4.35). 

The current ‘Rules for Access to CDS Data’ (CCAMLR-XIX, paragraph 5.23) should remain in place alongside 
the new standard rules until such times as all aspects of CDS data handling are duly taken into account in the 
new standard rules (CCAMLR-XXII, paragraph 7.22). 
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Representative, or CDS Officer in consultation with the Commission Representative. Members 
are responsible for informing individual scientists or individuals requesting data of the rules 
governing access and use of CCAMLR data and for obtaining agreement to comply with such 
rules. 

8. Requests in support of analyses endorsed under (2)(a) above should include the type of 
data requested, the degree of data aggregation required, the spatial and temporal detail required, 
and the anticipated format to be used in presenting results of the analyses. For such requests, 
the Secretariat shall ensure that each request meets the conditions of the approval granted for 
the original endorsement, and, if so, release the data and inform the data owner(s)/originator(s) 
accordingly. Release of data by the Secretariat to the requestor does not constitute permission 
to publish or release data into the public domain. Such permission remains a matter to be 
determined between the requestor and the data originator(s). 

9.  Requests in support of non-endorsed analyses under (2)(b) above should include the 
information listed in (8) as well as details of the analytical procedures to be used and the 
opportunity for data owner(s)/originator(s) to be involved. For such requests, the Secretariat 
shall be satisfied that each request contains the required information before forwarding it to the 
data originator(s) for approval within a specified time period. Once approval has been received 
the Secretariat shall release the data. Release of data does not constitute permission to publish 
or for release into the public domain. Such permission remains a matter to be determined 
between the requestor and the data owner(s)/originator(s). 

10.  If approval for data release under (9) is not forthcoming within the specified period, the 
Secretariat shall initiate and facilitate consultation between the data requestor and data 
owner(s)/originator(s). The Secretariat shall not release data without the written approval of the 
data owner(s)/originator(s). Failure to achieve agreement shall be brought to the attention of 
the Scientific Committee and Commission. 

11. The following statement shall be placed on the cover page of all Working Papers, 
Background Papers and any other papers tabled at meetings of the Commission, Scientific 
Committee or their subsidiary bodies: 

‘This paper is presented for consideration by CCAMLR and may contain unpublished 
data, analyses, and/or conclusions subject to change. Data in this paper shall not be cited 
or used for purposes other than the work of the CCAMLR Commission, Scientific 
Committee or their subsidiary bodies without the permission of the originators and/or 
owners of the data.’ 


