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Tagging program purpose

A CCAMLR tagging programmes are the primary mear
of abundance estimation.

A Additionaldata on fish movements and growth are
also utilized

A More than 40,000 toothfish tags have been released
and more than 2000 have been recaptured (as of
2013).



Data quality

Do not waste your time and effort.

I Data that cannot be matched between release and recapture cannot
be used.

I Recaptures are relatively rare, so every fish is important.
A Use a tag release data sheet to record data
A Accuracy is critical (tag code and length).

A Check data with observer records per shift.
I Tag release sheets checked with tag codes used.

I Notify observer of all recaptured tags and show them the fish before
processing.

A Use comment field to identify any data issues.



Requirements to tag

A Vessels must meet the required taggiRETE
A must match theSIZHistribution of captured fish;
A and accomplish this withllGH SURVIVAI tagged fish.

These are requirements of the Conservation Measw@l141
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Tagging programme administration

A Tagging programmes are coordinated by the CCAMLR Secretariat
I Tagging supplies
I Protocols and Forms
I Data reporting

A All recaptured tags and unused tags should be returned to:

CCAMLR Tagging Program Coordinator, PO Box 213, North Hobar!
Tasmania 7002, Australia.

A General requirements for tagging programmes conducted under New and
Exploratory Fisheries are detailed in CMOXAnnex C. (e.g., Tagging rate,
tagging suitability criteria)

Additional tagging programmes are specified in CM982 through 4109.

Seehttp://www.ccamlr.org/en/science/ccamitagqingprogrammefor
detailed programme information
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Tasks

A Members

i Ensure vessel compliance
i Report tagging programme data to the Secretariat.
A Vessel operators
i Ensurgagging supplies arebtained
i Ensurgaggers arappropriately trainedo tag fish (toothfish and skates)

i Ensure fish are tagged following CCAMLR protocols and Conservation Measures Elgaigdpitity
criteria, taggingate and fishsizeas indexed by the tag size overlap statistic)

i Check all fish for tags
i Report tag release and recapture data to CCAMLR through the Member.

A Observers:
i Keep a record of tag releases, tag recaptuansl, tracking unused tags
i Biological sampling of recaptured fish and managing collected tags otoliths

I CCAMLR observers are responsible for returning recaptured tags and unused tags to CCAMLR.



Tagging objectives

Taggingheedsto minimize While having
A Handlingof the fish A Optimum tag placement
A Timeout of water A No effect onfish health
A Accurate records







Station layout

c

Location and layout for large fish handling
A Weatherprotection and stability
A Handlingtime and distance (including tank)

Stationlayout
A Fixedmeasuring board (not a tapevide
enough for skates too.
A Preloadedtagging gun with sharp needle
A Tagrelease sheet
A Pencil )

Have nearby:

Handlinggear for large fish
Tools for hook removal
Haulnumber

Storage place for broken tags
Spare pencils and tag release sheet: "
Tagging suitabilitghecklist 5
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Applicator maintenance

A Tagging applicator must be kept clean, rinsed, free from

tissue, blood, grease, or contaminants
A Do not use oibased lubricants on needle

A Replace dull needles with sharp needles
A Insert correct end of tag strip (colour it) into applicator




Fish landing

A Identify the fish as a tagging target before it
arrives{eX a5SOARS G2 GF3 GKS Yy S
A This prepares for: R ‘
no gaff, use net if fish is large
minimising time out of water,
gently handing the fish, and
immediately assessing suitability to tag.

.
.
.
.
A Once the fish is on board
i Use wet gloves and surfaces (to reduce scale los§
abrasion)

I Do not drop (minimize shocks)

A Avoid

A Touching gills or eyes
A Hanging fish vertically (stretches backbone)
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Landing large fish

A DO NOT GAFF!
A Use handling aids

\ ‘A (knotless dip net, custom fish
containers, slings)
I Hold fish horizontally
I Support length of fish
I Caution bumping or dragging fish
to the tagging station
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