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[bookmark: _Hlk214528566]Cetacean interaction data form – for entangled/entrapped cetaceans



Important Information

· ALWAYS WEAR GLOVES WHEN HANDLING MARINE MAMMALS
· Data or sample collection, such requiring direct access to the carcass, may be difficult to obtain and should only be performed when safe to do so.

Vessel and Observer Details

Vessel Name:
Haul Number:
Observer Name:

Event Details

Location of animal (select one): Floating (no gear is visible on the animal); Tangled in gear and in water; recovered on vessel

Level of Decomposition (select one): Fresh (just died, no bloating, intact); Decomposed (bloating, skin cracking/peeling, damage by scavengers); Very Decomposed (very bloated, skin peeling, some bones exposed or body parts missing); Bones

Visible Body Parts (please describe):



Gear type/parts involved in entanglement (if known):



Description of entanglement/entrapment configuration (e.g., anchored to gear on ocean floor; inside net, and location in within net; gear wrapped around body parts (e.g., pectoral flipper/tail/head/in mouth). Please include as much detail as can be provided, depending on what is visible:



Sex (select one): Unknown; Female; Male (To determine sex, examine the ventral, or underside, of whale if possible. See Figure 1 for details

Animal Individual ID#: Please assign an ID for any photos or samples.

Detailed Cetacean Description
· Descriptions and measurements which can potentially be assessed at a distance from the carcass, including use of zoom lenses/binoculars. 

Skin Condition: Please take photographs for assessment by expert(s)

Whale Lice Proliferation (Select all that apply): Few small patches in isolated locations; At Wounds; At Blowhole; Widespread (Please take photographs for assessment by expert(s))

Other Data Collected (Select all that apply): Photos; Video; Other - provide description.
(If possible, take photos zoomed out of whole whale, close-ups of visible body parts, injuries, and scars, corners of the mouth, areas where the flippers and tail meet the body, back of the head, and under side and edge of the tail fluke. Include a ruler or measuring card in all photos for scale.)

Estimated Whale Length (m): See Figure 2 for measuring total length below. Estimate if no direct access to carcass is possible. If total length is not possible, measure one of the following alternate lengths: Dorsal fin to blowhole; Length of pectoral flipper; Anus/genital slit to line between pectoral flippers; Width of tail flukes. See diagrams below for definitions. Estimate if no direct access to carcass is possible. 

Alternate Length (m): Please specify body part using diagrams below. Estimate if no direct access to carcass is possible.

Samples – Only if safe access to carcass is available

· To collect a skin/blubber/muscle sample: Cut a 5cm x 5cm section from the dorsal area if possible. Wrap sample in foil, put in labelled plastic bag, and freeze. If net imprint is visible on skin, collect a sample of that skin.
· To collect baleen samples: use a knife along the gumline to remove a section approximately 20 cm long; let sample air dry.
· Samples can also be stored in formal saline 70+% ethanol for genetic analysis.

Blubber Thickness (mm) (To Measure blubber thickness: make a slit at least 6 inches long so the underlying muscle is visible; insert a ruler or card to the muscle and measure the blubber. Note: Skin = black layer; Blubber = light-coloured layer; Muscle = dark red/purple layer.):

Biological Samples Obtained (select all that apply): None; Skin; Blubber; Muscle; Baleen, Other (describe):

· To collect a skin/blubber/muscle sample: Cut a 5cm x 5cm section from the dorsal area if possible. Wrap sample in foil, put in labelled plastic bag, and freeze. If net imprint is visible on skin, collect a sample of that skin.
· To collect baleen samples: use a knife along the gumline to remove a section approximately 20 cm long; let sample air dry before storing in a dry sample bag.
· Samples can also be stored in formal saline 70+% ethanol for genetic analysis.


Draw Entrapment/ Entanglement Configuration and Wounds if Applicable
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