Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources
CCA I\/I |_ R Commission pour la conservation de la faune et la flore marines de I'Antarctique
Komucems o coxpaHeHMo MOPCKMX XKMBbIX PeCypcoB AHTapKTUKU

Comision para la Conservacion de los Recursos Vivos Marinos Antarticos

Information regarding High Pathogenicity Avian Influenza (HPAI), and guidelines for handling and disposing
of seabirds and marine mammals by vessels in CCAMLR waters.

Updated: 04/02/2025

Avian influenzais a highly contagious viral disease that affects both domestic and wild birds, and marine
mammals. There are many strains of this disease, and whilst some do not result in any clinical signs, the
current strain (H5N1) circulating in wild marine mammal and bird populations worldwide is a high
pathogenicity avian influenza (HPAI) that can cause severe clinical signs and possible high mortality rates.
HPAlis transmitted through the faeces and respiratory secretions, and because of its resistant nature it may
survive for long periods when temperatures are low.

Importantly HPAI has the ability to infect humans. Although the current strain does not appearto do so
frequently, it is an evolving situation, therefore the risk of human-transmission is considered low to
moderate. While the probability that vessels in CCAMLR will encounter wild marine mammals and birds with
HPAIl are unknown, a precautionary approach should be adopted because realtime testing for HPAl may not
be possible. The following guidelines are considered best practice for the handling and disposal of birds or
mammals landed or discovered on avessel, and do not supersede any requirementsfrom national authorities
or flag state:

1. Forany live birds and/or marine mammals encountered, staff should wear the highest level of personal
protective equipment(PPE) available on the vessel (e.g., disposable latex gloves (ideally two pairs, N95 mask,
eye protection, overalls), and immediately release the animal over the side of the vessel. Non-porous
clothing, such as rain gear, is recommended for outer layers.

2. Fordead birds and/or marine mammals, dispose overboard by staff wearing PPE. Where vessels are required
undertheir domestic legislation to retain carcasses, seek guidance from the relevant domestic authority on
the correct storage and/or disposal method.

3. Personnel who have touched any animals, even while wearing gloves, should thoroughly wash hands with
soap and water. External clothing used when handling animals should be sprayed with disinfectant.

4. Flush areas of the vesselwhere faeces orrespiratory fluid may have splashed with abundant seawater from
a bucket or low-pressure hose to avoid aerosols. If available, treat the area with a biocide such as Virkon S.

5. Bycatch mitigation procedures should be prioritized to minimize albatross and petrel, and marine mammal
mortality in fisheries and avoid contact with animals that might be infected with HPAL.

Inaddition, vessels may encounter species behaving strangely (e.g., displaying lethargy, lack of coordination,
twitching, having tremors or seizures, droopy wings, diarrhea, conjunctivitis/red or crusty eyes,) or observe
signs on shore if they are passing colonies. Vessels should report any such behaviours to their relevant



domesticauthority as required, as many Antarctic species have neverbeen exposed to HPAIl before and may
not show typical signs. If safe to do so recording video footage or photos may be helpful.

For additional information please visit the following sites:
COMNAP Updates on HPAI: https://www.comnap.aq/heightened-risk-of-hpai-in-antarctica
Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels:

https://www.acap.aq/resources/disease-threats/avian-flu
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