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Introduction

• Vessels and Gear

• What documents to look for to support the PSMA Inspection

• Inspector Experiences

 Documents that give rise to suspicion

 Activities that give rise to suspicion

 Species Identification

 Tricks IUU operators play





IUU Tooth fish long lining



IUU Gear 

• Now mainly Bottom
Set Gill Net



Why do we do PSMA Inspections ?

• To confirm a vessel has complied with its authorisation/s and not
undermined any relevant RFMO arrangements and if so grant port
access

OR

• To determine the vessel has engaged in IUU activities and if so
deny port access



ANNEX B Port State inspection procedures (cont)

b) Verify that the vessel’s flag and markings e.g.

• name,
• external registration number,
• International Maritime Organization (IMO) ship

identification number,
• international radio call sign and other markings,
• main dimensions

are consistent with information contained in the
documentation;



ANNEX B Port State inspection procedures (cont)

c) Verify, to the extent possible, that the
authorizations for fishing and fishing related
activities are true, complete, correct and
consistent with the information provided in
accordance with Annex A (Port Entry Info);



ANNEX B Port State inspection procedures (cont) 

d) review all relevant documentation and records held
onboard, including, to the extent possible,

Relevant documentation may include:

• logbooks,

• catch,

• transshipment and trade documents,

• crew lists,

• stowage plans and drawings,

• descriptions of fish holds,



INSPECTOR EXPERIANCES













Signs that all is in order

• Master compliant and not evasive

• No concern over contact with the Flag State or RFMO

• Good records ready for inspection

• Fishing gear matches to vessel

• VMS turned on and operational

• No frequent name and flag changes discovered



Documents and activities that give rise to suspicion

• Non authentic documents ie ship registration

• Poor or non existent catch records

• Inconsistencies between vessel attributes and documentation

• Frequent name changes (check all past names against IUU lists)

• Inconsistencies between vessel license conditions and catch and /
area fished

• Flag state known for registering IUU vessels











Extract CCAMLR IUU List



•Species ID



Check Species

• SE  Asia – CCAMLR IUU vessels claim 
various species but mainly grouper



•2 types of toothfish…

•Antarctic toothfish

• (Dissostichus mawsoni)

•Patagonian toothfish

• (Dissostichus eliginoides)



ANTARTIC TOOTH FISH



PATAGONIAN TOOTHFISH

• Live in more Northerly latititudes
• Comprise most of the toothfish catch





•Spiny dorsal 8-10

•Dorsal soft rays 28-30

•Anal Spines - 0

MORPHOMETRICS



DIFFERENT FORMS OF 
PRODUCT



















DNA Sampling

• If in doubt to the species protein analysis or DNA analysis may be

considered.

• Protein fingerprints can be obtained from fillet samples.

• 50-150 milligrams of white muscle tissue.

• Can be stored and transported frozen -20° C or preserved in fresh

95 % ethanol and stored in a cool place.



DNA Sampling

• DNA is extracted from the samples under laboratory
conditions.

• Codes are long sequences and can be entered into a web
site to diagnose the species.

•http://www.boldsystems.org/views/idrequest.php



Tricks to watch out for

• Mis declaration of species (ie SE Asia Ports Toothish
being claimed as Grouper)

• Under declaration of value of catch

• Operators turning blast Freezer and Freezers to maximum

• At sea name changes

• Request Emergency Access



Permanent carriage of non managed species to show to 
inspectors





IUU reasonably easy 
to Identify if you 

know where to look


